
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2020 
PART 1:  
Museum Visits & Written Reflections of Selected Artwork with images attached. To be submitted digitally in a 
Power Point or Prezi or whatever digital presentation platform you like.  

This summer visit at least Five Museums and select a work of art from each one. Write about the piece and be 
prepared to share your thoughts on the first day of class.  

There are only a few stipulations:  

A. One of the five pieces should be a piece you do not understand or care for 
B. One should be a piece you love for some reason 
C. One should be a piece created after 1950 
D. One should be from between 1400-1600.  

These can overlap, which would leave you with extra spaces to choose whatever you like with no parameters. 
So- for example, you might find one you really love (B.) which was created in 1965 (C.)  (that would check off 
two boxes in one piece, which would leave a “free” piece for you. You would still have to do five pieces—but now 
two of your pieces don’t can be anything at all).  

Please use one the following sites to find a high quality image of the work you selected 

http://www.metmuseum.org  or  https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project or 

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en 

Include the image with the following information and your thoughts: 

1. Artist’s name, date of birth and death 
2. Title of painting, media (what materials where used? Oil on canvas, acrylic on board) 
3. Dimensions of the work (height and length) and date it was created 
4. Location it was painted or created and current location 
5. Web address of image 
6. Other relevant information- Such as: Why was it created? Was it commissioned by someone? If so- who and 

what are the details? Was it well received by the public? What was the artist trying to accomplish? Is it 
political? Is it purely aesthetic? Was this piece part of an artistic movement? If so—which one and how does 
it fit the parameters of that movement? What, if anything, does this piece of art tell us about humanity?  

PART 2: 

Read Look! The Fundamentals of Art History by Anne D'Alleva. (you can get a first edition 
used for very cheap on Amazon). Create Flashcards for the terminology in the back. Be 
prepared for an assessment over this book & it’s terminology within the first two weeks of class.  

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER: A book that is not required, but is a great companion and 
resource for this course is The Annotated Mona Lisa, by Caro Strickland. It’s easy to read and 
skim through and really gives you the basics on the Art movements we’ll be talking about, as 
well as some of the well-known artists associated with each movement.  

 

http://www.metmuseum.org/
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en

